PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
HISTORIC SITE SUMMARY SHEET

Survey #: _P.G. #82A-12 Building Date: 1850's

Building Name: Benjamin F. Duvall House at Trumps Hill

Location: 8103 Trumps Hill Road, Upper Marlboro, Maryland

Private/Residence/Occupied/Good/Inaccessible
Description:

The Duvall house at Trumps Hill is a three-part frame building set high on
a hill. The main block is a nearly square three bay-by-two-bay pyramidal-
roofed structure. Entrance is in the third bay of the three-bay east facade
through a door with five-pane transom and three- pane sidelights. At the south
facade of the main block are two large chimney stacks, originally exterior, but
now enclosed by the south wing. The main block is sided with wide board
painted white., Windows are 6/6 with plain board surrounds; the cornice is
boxed and the roof is covered with asphalt shingle. Built onto the south
facade of the main block and thereby enclosing the chimneys, is a two-bay,
two-story, shed-roof addition. Extending west from the south wing, and forming
an ell, is a one-and-one-half-story kitchen wing. It has a gable roof and is
two bays by two bays. It is sided with wide horizontal boards on the first
story, and with vertical board-and-batten siding at loft level in the south
gable end. There is a new exterior brick chimney centered at the west gable
end. Across the south facade of this kitchen wing is a one- story, shed-roof
porch which continues the 1ine of the roof.

Significance

The Duvall house at Trumps Hill is a good example of an early Victorian
plantation-house style which was popular in mid-nineteenth century Prince
George's County. This style (square, frame, and pyramidal roofed, with side-
hall-and-double-parlor plan) is exemplified in three important houses in the
Marlboro vicinity: the Richard W. Bowie house at Groome's Lot, the William
El1liott house at Cool Spring Manor, and the Benjamin F. Duvall house at Trumps
Hill. The Duvall house was constructed in the mid-1850's for Benjamin Franklin
Duvall on part of his father's land holdings. In 1865 Benjamin Duvall, the
father, died; his will devised Trumps Hill where his son Benjamin F. Duvall
then lived to the latter's children, with a life estate to their father.
Benjamin F. Duvall served as a Judge of the Orphans Court, and lived in the
house at Trumps Hill until his death in 1921. The property was sold in 1941,
and was acquired in 1950 by Zantzinger and Hill who subdivided and developed
part of the tract. The house and ca. 5 acres were purchased in 1964 by a
member of the Duvall family. Like the Bowie house at Groome's Lot, a shed
addition has been built onto the main block, but in the case of the Duvall
house, this addition connected the main block with a kitchen which probably
predated the main block. Although the house has been considerably altered, it
still exemplifies a once-popular style of Prince George's County architecture.

Acreage: 5.2984 acres




Survey No. P.G. #82A-12

. . Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic  1rumps Hill
i i . se
and/or common Benjamin F. Duvall Hou
2. Location
street & number 8103 Trumps Hill Road ___not for publication
clty, town Upper Marlboro, ____ vicinity of congressional district
ri George's Count
state Maryland county Prince Georg y
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —__ public A occupied ___ agriculture —__ museum
_X_buliding(s) _X_ private —__ unoccupied ___ commercial —__park
— structure — both — work in progress — educational _X_ private residence
__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
___ object —_ in process — yes: restricted - government - scientific
— being considered — yes: unrestricted ___ industrial ___ transportation
__Xnot applicable X _no - ____ military ___other:

4- owner Of PrOPerty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Philip V. Duvall

8103 Trumps Hill Road

street & number telephone no.:

city, town  UPPer Marlboro, state and zip code MD. 20772

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George's County Courthouse liber 6083
street & number Main Street folio 228
city, town  Upper Marlboro, state MD. 20772

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title Prince George's County Inventory of Historic Sites

date 1974 —_federal ____ state X__ county ___ local

sposltory for survey records History Division, M-NCPPC

city, town Riverdale, state 'MD. 20737




7- Description SurVey No. P.G. #82A_12

Condition Check one Check one

—_ excellent —_deteriorated ____ unaltered X__ original site

X__ good ____ruins _X_ altered ___moved date of move
—_ fair ____ unexposed

PrePare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Duvall house at Trumps Hill is a three-part frame building set
high on a hill and accessible from Trumps Hill Road. The main block is a
nearly square three bay-by-two-bay hipped (pyramidal) roof structure.
Entrance is in the third bay of the three-bay (main) east facade through a
door with five-pane transom and three-pane sidelights. The surround of
this door has pilasters and broken pediment architrave; the approach to the
door is a (new) brick stoop. The door leads into a side (north) stairhall
which runs through the main block to a door in the first bay of the west
facade. This rear door has a (new) surround with fluted pilasters and is
sheltered by a small pedimented canopy supported by plain posts. At the
south facade of the main block are two large chimney stacks, originally
exterior, but now enclosed by the south wing. These chimneys serve fire-
places in the two south parlors. The staircase in the adjoining passage
has a large turned newel and turned balusters; interior surrounds of doors
and windows have a plain frieze with cyma reversa crown molding. The main
block is sided with wide board painted white. Windows are 6/6 double hung
sash with plain board surrounds and black louvered shutters. The cornice
is boxed and the roof is covered with asphalt shingle. The building rests
on a high brick foundation, parged with concrete, which encloses a basement
space.

Built onto the south facade of the main block and thereby enclosing
the chimney, is a two-bay, two-story, shed-roof addition; its roof at its
highest point joins the cornice of the main block. The siding and windows
of this shed-roof wing are like those of the main block. On the south
facade of the wing, however, the two bays consist of paired 6/6 windows on
the first story, and there are no shutters.

Extending west from the south wing, and forming an ell, is a one-and-
one-half-story kitchen wing. It has a gable roof and is two bays by two
bays. It is sided with wide horizontal boards on the first story, and with
vertical board-and-batten siding (all painted white) at loft level in the
south gable end. There is a (new) exterior brick chimney centered at the
west gable end. Across the south facade of this kitchen wing is a one-
story, shed-roof porch which continues the line of the roof. The porch
rests on concrete blocks (infilled with lattice), and has plain square
posts and balusters. The fenestration of the south facade appears to have
been altered; it now consists of four bays; two doors close together in the
center, flanked by two 6/6 double hung sash windows. Both wings rest on
parged brick foundations, and have asphalt shingle roofs.

The lane which enters the Trumps Hill property from Trumps Hill Road
circles around behind and to the west of the house. Bordering this lane on
the west is a new gable-roofed garage and a small frame outbuilding. To
the south is a gable roofed bank barn, built of concrete block and with a

metal roof.



8. Significance Survey No. P.G. #32A-12

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion
—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law —__ science
—1500-1599 _ agriculture —___econhomics — literature — sculpture
—_1600-1699 _X_ architecture ____education —__ military __social/
— 1700-1799 _____art —___engineering —___ music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ____ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900~ —__ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention X__ other {specity)
ocg? istory
Specific dates ca. 1856 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: __ A" _B _ C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: __ A _ B _C _ D _E _F G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Duvall house at Trumps Hill is a good example of an early Victor-
ian plantation-house style which was popular in mid-nineteenth century
Prince George's County. This style (square, frame, and pyramidal roofed,
with side-hall-and-double-parlor plan) is exemplified in three important
houses in the Marlboro vicinity: the Richard W. Bowie house at Groome's
Lot (P.G. #78-5a), the William E1liott house at Cool Spring Manor (P.G.
#74B-16b), and the Benjamin F. Duvall house at Trumps Hill, all constructed
in the 1850's. The Duvall house was constructed in the mid-1850's for

- Benjamin Franklin Duvall on part of his father's land holdings. The tract
on which it stood was Timberly, later known as Trumps Hill. Benjamin F.
Duvall marrjed in 1854, and the house was constructed shortly
thereafter.! In 1865 Benjamin Duvall, the father, died; his will devised
the 260 acres of Trumps Hill where his son Benjamin Franklin Duvall then
lived_to the latter's children, with a life estate to their father (his
son).

Benjamin F. Duvall served as a Judge of the Orphans Court, and lived
in the house at Trumps Hill until his death in 1921.3 1In the late 1930's
the Prince George's County Court of Equity decreed that the land be sold in
order to effect a partition between the heirs of Duvall's children. At
that time the Trumps Hi1l farm was described as including the main
dwelling, three tenant houses, three barns, a stable, granary and cow barn,
all in fairly bad condition.* The 226 acre property was sold in 1941,
and changed hands several times before it was acquired in 1950 by
Zantzinger and Hill who subdivided and developed a large part of the tract.
Forty acres (lot 18), including the dwelling and outbuildings, were left
undeveloped and sold to the Chaney family who undertook renovation of the
house. The house and ca. 5 acres were purchased in 1964 by a member of
the Duvall family; a member of that family owns it today.5



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.P.G. #82A-12

cf. Chain of Title
cf. Notes, Item #8

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property _ 5.2984 acres, TM 109 Tot 18 1803

Quadrangle name ___Upper Marlboro, Section H Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county ' code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Susan G. Pearl, Research Historian

Prince George's County Historic Preservatj’g& July 1985

Commission
street & number /o County Planning Division, M-NCPPC telephone 952-3521

organization

city or town Upper Mariboro, state MD. 20772

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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8. Continued

Although the house has been considerably altered over its lifetime, it
still exemplifies a once-popular style of Prince George's County architec-
ture. Like the Bowie house at Groome's Lot, a shed roof addition was built
onto the main block, probably around the turn of this century. In the case
of the Duvall house, however, this addition connected the main block with a
small gable-roof section which was probably standing on the property before
the main block was constructed. This smaller section was rebuilt in the
1950's, Today the house at Trumps Hill stands with a complex of twentieth
century outbuildings on a 5 acre tract, surrounded by modern subdivision
housing, but secluded by its high elevation and natural buffering of old
trees,

Notes

1 Prince George's County marriage licenses; Prince George's County tax
assessments, 1850, 1960's.

2 Prince George's County Will, WAJ #1:322

3 Sister Geiger, Daniel Carroll II, 1979; Prince George's County Equity
#10577.

4 Prince George's County Equity #10577.
S cf. Chain of Title
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Upper Marlboro
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OWNERSHIP
(Check One)

STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

[ District
{3 Site

{7} Public
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{J Both

Building
{3 Structure
{7} Object

Public Acquisition:
{7] In Process
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I Occupied
7] Uneccupied

in progress
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Yes:
[0 Restricted
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M No
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] Museum
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[ Scientific
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ONNER GF PROPERYY

OWNER'S N AME:

4515 Trump's Hill Road

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TCWN: STATE:

Maryland

| . . Upper Marlboro

is. LOCATION U LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHGUSE. REGISTAY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Prince George's County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Upper Marlboro Maryland

Title Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pqg, #):
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TITLUE OF SURVEY:
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- [ BESCRIPTION _
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(] Excellent Good ] Fair {7 Deteriarated {3 Rvins {3 -Unexpased
CONDITION —
(Check One) (Check One)
8 Altered {3 Uncltered ] Moved ) Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 5 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is a two story, frame structure with a low,
hipped-roof on the main section. The facade is three bays
with a two bay addition on the east end. The doorway in _
i the west end bay has transom and sidelights, with flanking
pilasters supporting a broken pediment. The windows are
6/6 double hung sash. On the rear facade, the doorway has

a pedimented porch.

N
The two bay wing joins the two story section to a story m
m

and a half wing. This wing, probably older than the main
block, has a four bay (south) facade. The two center bays z

P~

w
are doors and the two outsidec bays 6/6 double hung sash -
windows. At the south end is a rebuilt external .chimney. 2
s
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1Lstate Mde HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
COUNTY PG INVENTORY
TOWN VICINITY #59
sTReeTNo. 4515 Trump's Hill rd. 2.naMe  Trump's Hill Farm Borr— ... ¢
oRIGINAL owNER Duvall family DATE OR PERIOD C.1820
ORIGINAL USE Private dwelling STYLE kipzreef Federal
PresenT owner Donald Chadwick(tenant }RCHITECT
PRESENT USE Private dwelling BUILDER
WALL CONSTRUCTIONClapboard 3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE
NO. OF STORIES 2

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

.H;p roof, asphalt shingles,
Green shutters,

Small porch on back.
Later board and batten addition on west side with porch on south

of it.
Chimney on south side of orig. section.
Property surrounding owned by Marlton Developing Co,
High-risers planned for future.
Occupant will not remain if developed.
Family has divided up land.

#59A&B Marlton Developing Co. 1s endangering the whole Croom area,
Two farms simfilar to #59 and located nearby-aand perhaps earlier-

are both indanger. 23 story clapboard houses--Federal style.
59A is old Magruder nomestead. We did not personally see these
two, but were told of them by occupant of #59

! - Voo

[N

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered Interior E xterior

@ (olow # T8C-T82
6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) . NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER
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#6083:228
11 Apr 1985
Deed

#3082:79
15 Dec 1964
Deed

#3008:154
16 July 1964
Deed

#2374:573
11 Sept 1959
Deed

#2374:570
28 July 1959
Deed

#2045:70
23 Oct 1956
Deed

#1331:15
7 Feb 1951
Deed

#1202:64
20 Feb 1950
Deed

#865:337
14 Sept 1946
Deed

#724:288
14 Feb 1944
Deed

Chain of Title

Trumps Hill
P.G. #82A-12

Philip C. Duvall to Philip V. Duvall, 5.2984 acres, part of
Lot #18 of Trumps Hill; same described in #3082:79.

Orville and Ruth Ritchie, John and Priscilla Borden to
Philip C. Duvall; two parts of Lot #18 of Trumps Hill as
per plat WWW 18:80: 5.0016 acres and 12,932 square feet.

Donald and Ilona Dawson to Orville and Ruth Ritchie, and
John and Priscilla Borden; Lot #18 in the subdivision (WWW
18:80) of Trumps Hill, same acquired by #2374:573.

James R. Bucher, trustee, to Donald and Ilona Dawson; same
property which grantor acquired from ITona Dawson, Lot #18
of Trumps Hill (40:2984 acres).

Ilona and Donald Dawson, and Terez Hagymasi to James
Bucher, trustee for the purpose of reconveying; Lot #18 of
Trumps Hill with right-of-way to Crain Highway, same prop-
erty which grantors acquired by #2045:70.

Eldridge Chaney et ux to Ilona and Donald Dawson and Terez
Hagymasi, joint tenants; Lot #18 of Trumps Hill, same which
grantors acquired by #1331:15.

Francis W. Hill, Jr. and Richard C. Zantzinger to Eldridge
Chaney; Lot #17 (8.6 acres) and Lot #18 (40.2984 acres) of
Trumps Hill, also right-of-way to Crain Highway; (cf. WWW

18:80, 1950)

Raleigh W. Dawson to R. C. Zantzinger and F. W. Hill, Jr.,
Section 2 of Trumps Hill, 226.478 acres, same property
which grantors acquired by 865:337,

Matthew and Elizabeth Lepley to Raleigh Dawson; Section 2
of Trumps Hill, 226.478 acres.

George W. and Eleanor Thomas to Matthew Lepley and Raleigh
Dawson, joint tenants, two sections of Trumps Hill (or
Timberly) including Section #2, 226.478 acres which
grantors acquired by #630:182.




630:182
26 Nov 1941
Deed

605:460
10 July 1941
Deed

#10577
Aug 1939
Equity

323:228
24 June 1928
Deed

JWB #34:407
3 Dec 1895
Deed

WAJ #1:322
17 June 1865
Will

JBB #1:25
16 Dec 1839
Deed

PG 341

Lowell Minear et ux to George W. Thomas, three sections of
Trumps Hill (or Timberly) including Section 2, 226.478
acres described in deed from Fisher and Burroughs.

Adrian Fisher and George Burroughs to Lowell Minear; by a B
decree of thejGewnty Court (#10,577) August 1939, grantors £
were appointed trustsees to sell real estate of B. F.

Duvall, i.e., three sections of Trumps Hill or Timberly,

including Section 2, 226.478 acres.

Percy Duvall et al., vs. Alice Duvall et al.; purpose: to
sell real estate (Items #1, #3, and #5) in will (WAJ
#1:322) of Benjamin Duvall, in order to effect partition
among heirs of Benjamin F. Duvall (died 1928) and Susan J.
Duvall (died 1899), both intestate.

Elsie Duvall, widow of George T. Duvall, to 23 heirs of
George T. Duvall (who died 1928) her rights to estate of
George T. Duvall, son of Benjamin F. and Susan J. Duvall.

George T. Duvall to his mother, Susan J. Duvall, all his
rights to Timberly on which his father, Benjamin F. Duvall,
now resides,

Testator, Benjamin Duvall: Item #1: 26U acres of Trumps
Hi1l where his son Benjamin Franklin Duvall now resides to
the children of Benjamin Franklin Duvall, with a life
estate to his son, Benjamin Franklin Duvall. Items #3 and
#5: Wood 1ot and Croom where testator resides, to his wife
Rebecca Duvall.

George W. Biscoe, appointed by Court to sell part of Mount
Airy, land of Edward H. Calvert, 222-1/4 acres, to Benjamin
Duvall at $20 per acre.
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P.G. #82A-12
Trumps Hill
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
April 1985
South elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #82A-12
Trumps Hill
Prince George's County, MD.
Susan G. Pearl
April 1985
West elevation
Neg: Md. Hist. Trust, Annapolis, MD.






P.G. #82A-12
Trumps Hill
Prince George's County, MD.
susan G. Pearl
April 1985
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